[The value of thermography in the diagnosis of breast cancer and in the selection of risk groups].
Within the framework of a prospective screening study for breast cancer, mammographic and thermographic examinations were performed in 11546 clinically asymptomatic women between 1973 and 1980. Until 1986, breast cancer was diagnosed in 141 women. Conforming with the literatur we demonstrate that the accuracy of thermography declines with decreasing tumour size (pTis 27%, pT1 33.3%, pT2 64%). The rate of breast cancer incidence in women with at least one thermogram considered suspicious or requiring further investigation was 2.7 +/- 0.4 during a period of up to 12 years. This value is not higher than that of many other risk factors and lies clearly below the factor of familial predisposition.